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I thank God for our recently complet-
ed mission trip to the Philippines in
March, and rejoice in the fact that we
were blessed to share the Gospel
with more than 2,000 individuals. It
was our joy to see the Lord work in
the hearts of 288 people who re-
sponded to the Gospel message with
repentance and with faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ as their Savior.  Much of
what we did there involved “mass

evangelism” in churches, outdoor crusades, jail ministry, sharing in
schools, etc. Those trips always take my mind back to the decades
that my late father spent as an Evangelist, throughout the tri state ar-
ea, and taking the Gospel as far away as Michigan and Florida. There
is still a need for mass evangelism today, but it is somewhat of a shot-
gun approach. The seed of the Word of God needs to be scattered
abroad, with prayers that it will lodge in the hearts of those whom God
is calling to Himself.

In my nearly five decades of pastoral ministry, I have learned that
mass evangelism is not the only method of sharing the Gospel, and
perhaps not even the most efficient way. Christ has called each of us
who follow Him to be evangelists (heralds of the Good News) and to
make disciples.  I have come to believe that “relational evangelism” is
something each of us can do, and in the long run is probably what
Jesus had in mind for us in our outreach with the Gospel.

I am going to ask our church members to prayerfully join together in
the month of April as we seek to become more effective in evange-
lism – right here at home.  We will spend the month of April with a thir-
ty day prayer guide and a focus on who each of us may personally
build a Gospel centered relationship with.  The Focus is called “Who’s
Your One?” and I will be devoting several Sunday morning messages
in the month of April to this effort. (Don’t worry – I’m not forsaking our
trip through the book of 1 Corinthians, but for the few Sunday morn-
ings we will be focusing on “Who’s Your One?” we’ll continue the 1
Corinthian preaching series on Sunday nights.

Imagine if every believer could answer that question, “Who’s Your
One?” with the name of a person who is far from God – a person for
whom they’re praying and with whom seeking to share the Gospel.
We believe God’s people don’t merely need another method for evan-
gelism – what they need is a white hot passion to see people who are
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far from God experience the new life He offers through Jesus Christ.

Over the coming days, our church and countless others will prioritize personal
ownership of the Great Commission as we each intentionally pursue one person
with the hope of the Gospel. At times, it seems the mission is simply too complex
and too vast for churches like ours and people like us. While we can’t do every-
thing, we can do something. We can all take responsibility for ONE! And, be-
cause of God’s power and the work of His Spirit, each of our “ones” can add up to

make a significant impact for God’s Kingdom.

Faith Robertson    17th

Jim Lackey     18th

Polly Midkiff     20th

Marie Asbury     21st

Roger Hamlin    22nd

Dustin Rutherford   22nd

Alanna Cline     23rd

Misty Anderson    25th

Edna Hall      27th

Orpha Martin     1st

Herman Jividen    3rd

Rhonda Davis    9th

Rosalind Smith    10th

Debi Dean     12th

Maddison Legg    12th

James Davis     15th

Sonya Noble     15th

Marsha Thompson   16th
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Greetings!

Let me start by thanking everyone for their prayers and encouraging words as we
traveled to the Philippines. I also want to thank those you contributed monetarily to
help allow me to go on this trip.

We left for Dumaguete early on March 5, 2019, all told it took us over 24 hours to
arrive! We traveled 13 time zones, many miles, and a lot of sleepless hours. Upon
arriving on March 7th, we immediately started in with orientation and buying supplies
for our upcoming crusades and pastors conference. Throughout the next 10 days we
participated in 5 crusades, preached in 5 different churches, 1 jail, 2 different places of
business, and a public school. As a result of these efforts, there was a total of 288
souls saved. For me this was a trip of a lifetime, I have never been in a place where
the people lived in such poverty, yet were so hungry for the gospel, and those that
were in the church were so in love with Christ.

On another note, I want to give a special thank you to Ryan Smith for taking care of
the youth for me while I was gone. I am also happy to report that within the past few
weeks we have seen our numbers in the youth increase and have had several other
Students from our sports ministry that have reached out with interest in coming to the
River. All this to say, good things are happening.

Once again, thank you to all of you, it was a blessing and a privilege to see God work
in such a mighty way!

Your servant, and brother in Christ
Buck Buchanan

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan
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Winter Jam



themessenger Page 4

Philippines
Trip



themessengerPage 5

What’s Wrong With This Picture?

This is an image that you have probably encountered many times in your life
and in many locations. You've seen this crucifix or one like it on walls in
businesses, churches, hospitals and in the workplace. You've also seen it
depicted in movies, books and magazines. Its presence has been
commonplace enough that you may not have given it much thought..... but
what is wrong with this picture?

One problem is that it is in direct contradiction to the second commandment,
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth”. For the purposes of worship we are not to make or bow the

knee to an image of any god, including an image of the one true God. That is problem enough, but that's
not the focus of this article.

The problem that we will be addressing here is that the crucifix “leaves Christ on the cross”. Yes this
was a part of His redemptive work, but just as we do not want to leave Jesus in the tomb, neither do we
want to leave Him on the cross. If we leave Jesus on the cross we have forgiveness of our sins, but if
He is not placed in the tomb, if He isn't resurrected from the dead:  we are still hopeless creatures.

After His crucifixion, Christ had to be placed in the tomb. Because you do not put the living in the
grave, this was proof, against all reports to the contrary, that Jesus truly died on the cross. Even Pilate's
actions clearly prove that Christ did not merely faint on the cross. When Joseph of Arimathaea
requested the body of Jesus from Pilate, Mark 15:44-45 records the following, “Pilate was surprised to
hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to
Joseph.” The Roman centurion, who was no stranger to death, reported that Jesus was truly dead and
Pilate recognizing the centurion's expertise was satisfied with his report. It says in Matthew 27:62-66,
“The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said, "Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will
rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him
away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first."
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went and
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.” God used the religious leaders of the
day to authenticate Jesus' claims and His resurrection. They did not deny Jesus' death and their
securing of the tomb made it impossible to claim that Jesus' disappearance from the tomb was anything
but miraculous. Finally, Christ had to be placed in the tomb to fulfill prophecy about Himself. Isaiah 53:9
states, “And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had
done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.”

We have not left Jesus on the cross and we cannot leave Him in the tomb. He now has to rise from
the dead as He promised He would. On the third day Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the
tomb to find the stone rolled away and Jesus' body gone. After His resurrection Jesus was seen first by
the two Marys and then by the remaining disciples. In Luke 24:41-43 we have proof that it was not
Jesus' ghost that was seen, but that He was physically raised from the dead, “And while they still
disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.” What need does a spirit have for earthly
food?

Even though no one actually saw Jesus rise from the dead we have the witness and testimonies of non-
believers to collaborate the events surrounding the resurrection.  In Matthew 28:2-4 we have a report
about those charged with guarding Christ's tomb that something miraculous had happened, “And
behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.
And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.”  As if that weren't enough we also
have the account in Matthew 28:11-13, “While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the
city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and
taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples
came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’” Soldiers that were given charge to secure the
tomb and Jesus' body would not have made up this story, as reporting their failure to carry out their

continued on page 6…
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assigned task could have resulted in their own death. Also, the elders then gave the soldiers large
amounts of money, not to tell the truth, but to tell a lie that Jesus had not risen.

So as we celebrate this Easter let's praise God that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of our
sins - but God did not leave Him there. Praise God that Jesus was laid in a tomb to remove the sting
of death - but God did not leave Him there. Praise God that He raised Jesus from the dead so we
have the promise of the resurrection – but God did not leave Him here, He is at the right hand of the
Father making intercession for you and for me. Hallelujah!

He Is Risen!!!


