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Magnify God. Minister To People. Make Disciples.

Things are happening on Wednesday evenings here at Westmoreland
Baptist, and a number of our members are missing out on the blessing.
The former Wednesday evening church “Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study” attendance had dwindled down to about a dozen people in
attendance. With our Student and Children’s Ministries meeting on
Sunday evening, and nothing for them on Wednesdays, family
attendance had fallen down to nearly nothing. We knew that something
needed to be done to inject some energy and interest in our mid-week
service. After much prayer – and overcoming the always present
Baptist “fear of change” about a year ago we decided to go for it.

First of all, we moved the location of the service to the gymnasium
across the alley in our Multi-Purpose building. Naturally, the Gospel is
what Church is all about. Everything we do must be Gospel focused, so
Bible Study is still the key in our Wednesday night get togethers. We
have just finished a yearlong Bible Study entitled the “Disciple’s Path:
The Journey”. On August 7th we will begin a new Bible study that will
take us through the end of 2019. This study is one I have compiled over
the years and is entitled, “From Here to Eternity”. It is a study in the
doctrine of last things – a subject in which there is great interest among
almost everyone. While it is an excellent study for church members,
this Gospel centered message would also be great for us to bring
unsaved friends to hear, as well. Study guides will be provided to all
who attend, and there is no charge for the materials. This study is for
adults and students from middle school age – up.

The second thing that has changed on Wednesday evening is activity
for the children. Our Children’s Choir Ministry has been incorporated
into the mid-week schedule. This activity is overseen and directed by
Josh and Mindi Spurgeon, and participation in this has exploded. They
started out with 8 children, and now they have already outgrown their
Children’s Choir room with 19 children involved! The Children’s Choir
will share their talents with the congregation periodically on Sunday
mornings. Child care is also provided for the little ones who are not yet
old enough to be in Children’s Choir on Wednesday evenings.

All of the above activities take place at 6:00 PM

The third change we have incorporated for mid-week service is a
Family/Fellowship Meal at 5:15 PM. This, obviously, is not an original
concept, but it is new for us on Wednesday evenings. This has proven
to be a real blessing to working families who have little time to prepare
an evening meal between getting home from work and getting the family
out to church. I am so thankful for the ladies in our Bible Study who
have taken on the responsibility of planning menus and taking turns in
preparing the Wednesday evening meal.

I think that anyone who has been involved in our changes in the mid-
week services will agree that these changes have been positive in
nature. Attendances shows that. Our highest attendance has been 58
and there has been a good turn out each week – even during these
Summer vacation times.
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Jacki McKee 19th
Natalina Howerton 22nd
Daniel Davenport 23rd
Roger Hamlin II 26th
Susan Plymale 27th
Jamie Smith 28th
Dee Ashworth 29th
Coralee Collins 31st

From Here To Eternity
A Study in the Doctrine of Last Things

Compiled by Dr. C.J. Adkins

New Wednesday evening Bible study
Starting August 7, 2019

Westmoreland Baptist Church gymnasium
Fellowship & Dinner

5:15 pm
Bible Study

6:00 pm
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So, whether you have a family, or are a single person, there is something for everyone
here on Wednesday evenings. There is good food and fellowship with our “forever
family” of believers, ministry activity for the children, and the building of relationships,
centered around the study of God’s Word. It is in a comfortable, informal setting and
everyone is welcome!

Come for dinner at 5:15, or just for Bible Study and/or Children’s Choir at 6:00 PM. Whichever you
choose to do, we have a spot for you. Don’t miss out on a good thing – come out and see for yourself!

Will Howerton 3rd
Bob Trout 4th
Alvin Dingess 7th
Charlie Keown 9th
Jeff Blake 9th
Kerry Blake 11th
Tracy Vaughan 11th
Faye Robertson 16th
Carla Bell 19th
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From The River
Ryan & Jamie Smith

The River Students had such a wonderful time at
Fuge Camp. We would like to thank everyone for
your prayers.

The camp was from June 30, 2019-July 4th, 2019.
The camps lesson was “Restoration”. We were
involved in worship service two times a day as we
studied from the book of Colossians. There were
times after morning service the kids would have
recreational time where they would learn about
teamwork. After that period, they would go to their
bible study time where the kids would have their own
individual study time proceeded by group study with their group team leaders.

They had full-service breakfast and lunches provided every day. Every day after lunch
the kids had what was called track time and during that time the kids would join their
track team leaders and participate in activities they had signed up for at the beginning of
camp.

The biggest part of the trip for Jamie and I was seeing the kids open up and really
become involved in God’s word and for some be out of their comfort zones. Nighttime
was special for us as we got to sit down and go in depth to what we all had learned each
day.

I would like to personally thank all the parents of the kids on this trip for the opportunity
to lead the kids on this trip. The times experienced will never be forgotten and will be
cherished.

Thank you

Ryan and Jamie Smith
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Marketplace VBS 2019
We had an amazing 2nd year in The Marketplace! With 17
shops in total, kids and adults alike were able to learn and
experience a number of new things! I am certain that
every kid tried a food they otherwise may never have tried,
made a new friend or two, strengthened the friendships
they already had, and most of all, heard the Word of God.

The kids were divided into 12 small groups (named after
the 12 tribes of Israel) where they could dive deeper into
the parable of the day. Tribe Leaders did fun experiments
and activities with the kids in their tribe, giving them
something concrete to associate with the parable.

I want to take time to express how grateful I am to all of
our amazing church family (and those who feel like our
church family!) that helped to make this week possible.
Most of us remember how much fun VBS was as a kid,
and I am so thankful that our neighborhood kids get to
experience it. And on a more personal level, I am forever
grateful to have you all as the village helping to raise my
kids to know and love the Lord. I believe that we are
working together to raise an amazing generation!

Thank you so much for allowing me to be your VBS
director. We plan to do The Marketplace for one more
year, so if you would like to be involved or have
suggestions, please let me know!

Mindi Spurgeon

Bread Making
Wine Making
Leather Working
Jewelry
Paints & Dyes
Pottery
Weaving
Butter Making
Fruit Stand

Oils & Spices
Dried Meat & Fruit
Candle Making
Nuts & Seeds
Carpentry
Sailing
Fishing
Foraging

Shops

Marketplace 2019 Stats
Ages of Kids Enrolled: 2 yrs - 11 yrs

Number of Kids Enrolled: 56
Total Number of Adult Volunteers: 41
Number of Youth Volunteers: 6

Enrolled Kids Attending Other Churches: 17
Enrolled Kids With No Home Church: 12

Flyers handed/mailed out: 1000+
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Deacon Election

It is that time of year for Westmoreland Baptist to select new deacons to replace those that are rotating
off. Our current deacons are: Scott Bell, Michael Cline, Brian Cunningham, Derek Cunningham, Travis
Dunkum, Dino Dygert, Steve Howerton, Ryan Smith, and Josh Spurgeon. The three deacons that are
rotating off (and will be ineligible to serve again until next year) are: Scott Bell, Derek Cunningham, and
Josh Spurgeon.

Deacon election will be Sunday morning, August 18th.

We have six nominees for these three vacancies:

Zach
Bell

Darrell
Clark

Jim
Hawley

Kevin
Smith

Greg
Thompson

Michael
Thompson

Wednesday Evening
Dinners

Will resume on August 7th

Come out and enjoy
Dinner

Fellowship
&

Bible Study

Dinner 5:15pm - Bible Study 6:00pm

We will be starting a new study

From Here To Eternity
A study in the doctrine of last things

We want to welcome our newest
members to Westmoreland Baptist Church

David, Nicole, Bethany and Olivia
Spurgeon
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Westmoreland Baptist Church
3401 Hughes Street
Huntington, WV 25704

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Hymn Of The Month

Near To The Heart Of God
Cleland Boyd McAfee (1903)

In closing out many funeral services, I have often used the words of this old
hymn as words of comfort to grieving families. The scriptures tell us in James
4:8 “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.” Here is the backstory
regarding the hymn, “Near to the Heart of God” from the book “The One Year
Book of Hymns” from Tyndale Publishers.
“Where do you turn when unexpected tragedy strikes? Cleland McAfee, a
Presbyterian minister in Chicago, had just received word that his brother and
sister in law had lost both of their daughters to diphtheria within twenty-four
hours. Grief stricken, McAfee couldn’t think of deep theological issues; he could
only think of verses in the book of Psalms that brought comfort and rest to those
who sought refuge in the Lord. As he meditated on God’s Word, he wrote the
words and music to this simple hymn.
At the double funeral, outside the darkened, quarantined house of his brother
Cleland McAfee with a choking voice sang this hymn publicly for the first time.
The following Sunday, his church choir sang it from their pastor’s handwritten
copy.
McAfee went on to become a well-known theologian, writing books and
scholarly articles, but today he is perhaps best known for the words of comfort
he was able to offer in a family crisis.”

Cleland Boyd McAfee
Born:

September 25, 1866
Died:

February 4, 1944

1. There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God;
A place where sin cannot molest,
Near to the heart of God.

Refrain:
O Jesus, blest Redeemer,
Sent from the heart of God;
Hold us, who wait before Thee,
Near to the heart of God.

2. There is a place of comfort sweet,
Near to the heart of God;
A place where we our Savior meet,
Near to the heart of God.

3. There is a place of full release,
Near to the heart of God;
A place where all is joy and peace,
Near to the heart of God.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob
is our fortress. Psalm 46:1 & 10-11


