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On March 5, three members of Westmoreland Baptist Church will be
part of a five person short term mission trip to the Province of Negros
Oriental in the Republic of the Philippines. Jenny McClave, Buck
Buchanan and I will be joined by Pastors Randall Robertson and Paul
Harris.  Randall, Paul and I have made multiple trips there together in
the past.  Jenny has been there one time previously, and this will be
the first short term overseas mission trip for Buck.  We will work with
the Negros Southern Baptist Association of Churches (NESBAC) and
their chairman, Pastor Josue Cadiao of the Bacong Church, and the
other pastors in that small but growing association.

We will be spending 10 days on the Island of Negros in the Central
Visayan area of that island nation. This will be my 14th (and I’m rather
sure, my final) mission trip to that region.  My relationship with Pastor
Cadiao (and others) began with my first visit there with five other
Kentucky pastors in February of 2000.  Over the past 19 years, we
have built strong relationships with the native pastors and church
planters there, and have financially supported them in evangelism
and church planting, building,  and church strengthening efforts.

Through our trips in the past we have distributed thousands of
Cebuano dialect Bibles, done house to house evangelism, home
Bible Studies, outdoor crusades, jail ministry, hospital ministry, and
spoken in dozens of public schools.  Through the giving of our faithful
mission partners, we have been blessed to host three Pastor’s
Seminars, providing local pastors with valuable ministry training, and
many resources to aid them in their ministries there.

Each of our team members bear their own expenses, paying for our
plane tickets and accommodations while there.  Our WBC Mission
Committee has committed to make a good donation to help with our
ministry activities there, but we could use the assistance of individuals
and friends in the church to help with some of the other costs
involved.  The pastors and churches we work with on Negros Island
are very poor. As we work in the city of Dumaguete and travel to other
towns such as Bais City, Manjuyod, Tanjay and Bacong, and the
mountainous areas of Mabinay, Pamplona, and Homokodon, we have
to rent “easy rides” to carry us and our Filipino partners, and
equipment from place to place.

Negros Island is mostly rural
and very poor. The island is
split into two provinces,
Negros Oriental and Negros
Oriental. Bacolod is the
capitol city of Occidental and
Dumaguete is the capitol of
Negros Occidental.  Two
large inactive volcanoes loom
over the northern and
southern ends of the Island.

continued on page 2…

Magnify God. Minister To People. Make Disciples.

Road Trip
And he said to them, “Go into all the world
and proclaim the gospel to the whole
creation.”

Mark 16:15 (ESV)
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A geothermal power plant uses energy from
Mt.Talinis, just outside Dumaguete, to provide
electric power to Negros and two nearby islands.
Sugar cane is the chief product of the island.
Dumaguete City is the capitol of the province of
Negros Oriental and has a population of nearly
120,000 and is home to seven colleges and
universities. The variation between the city and the
rural areas provide different challenges. The more
rural, mountainous areas provide more of a
language barrier and interpreters are needed in
our preaching and teaching sessions.  The urban
area provides for a little easier communication as
most of those in the city and younger people in
school have some proficiency in the English
language (even though Cebuano is their native
dialect.

If you would like to contribute financially to this
mission work in March, checks should be made
out to Beacon Ministries. If you cannot help finan-
cially – everyone can certainly help by lifting our
team up in prayer.  Pray for safe travel for our
team while there and in transit. Pray for clarity in
our presentation of the Gospel message in this
Asian nation. Pray for the pastors and their fami-
lies as they labor in that field every day of the year.

Olivia Murray     15th

Ryan Smith     15th

Curtis Henry     16th

Janora Skeens    17th

Dina Davenport    19th

Madison Morris    19th

Jeannette Abbett   20th

Dino Dygert     21st

Ralph Scarberry    22nd

Debbie Benton    23rd

Michael Benton    26th

Betty Hollis     1st

Aidan Blinn     2nd

Butch Cotton     2nd

Michael Mullins    2nd

Linda Adkins     7th

Scott Bell      8th

Lisa McCain     9th

Elizabeth Brewer   12th

Ashleigh Martin    12th

Tyler Wintz     12th

Samantha Lockhart   13th

Jerry Allen     15th

Island of Negros, Philippines
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Greetings!

This month instead of writing about the different things that the youth are involved with,
or what we are planning for the youth. I want to tell you about the leap of faith that God
has called me to take.

Over 11 years ago, I gave my life over to Christ and told him that wherever He wanted
me to go, I would go. He has led me to pastoring kids, pastoring an older country
church, to pastoring students at WBC. But one thing that I have longed for since I was
a little kid, was to be able to go to the mission field. I’ve wanted to be on the front lines,
to fulfill the great commandment and preach the gospel to a people of different
nationalities, to labor with brothers and sisters that I have never met! With all that
being said, when the money was there, the time was never there, and visa versa.

This summer CJ approached me about going with him on one last trip to the
Philippines. I wanted to go, but my first thought was; “There’s no way that I can afford
to pay for this.” I told CJ that I wanted to go, but I would have to pray about it. Time
went by, and before I knew what had happened, I had $1200 in my hand. A person
who wishes to remain anonymous, went and pulled that money out of their bank
account and gave it to me.

Three weeks later, we were close to buying tickets, ready to start the journey towards
that mission trip, and CJ gets a phone call from his doctor. The doctor told him that he
had an incurable, aggressive form of cancer. Needless to say, our missions trip plans
were canceled.

Fast forward to Christmas time, I get a call from CJ and he tells me that he was just
looking on the website to see what plane tickets cost, and before I knew it, we had
bought plane tickets, and are headed to the Philippines.

If you would have told me, 2 years ago, that I would be sitting here in my new home,
married, and in T minus 60 days, headed to the Philippines I would have called you a
liar!

“We make plans, and God smiles.” I love the saying because, it gives me a reality
check every time I hear it. It shows me that I am just a small part of the plan. That God
has everything in control, and He knows what’s best, when its best, and how to get it
done.

There’s still a lot that has to fall into place. There is still money that I need to raise, and
paperwork that has to be approved. I am still scared to death! And really do not want
to leave my wife for two weeks. But I have faith that this is of the Lord. He is guiding
me down this path, and showing me where to go, and what to do.

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole
creation. Mark 16:15

I am going. Soli Deo Gloria!

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

Our Sunday evening series, “A Place Called Heaven”,
continues in February. This series of lessons is designed to
share surprising truths about our eternal home and answer
some of the most often asked questions about Heaven. This
series includes video segments, scriptural exposition,  and
time for discussion.  The series was authored by Dr. Robert
Jeffress, pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, TX. With
“The River” Student Ministry meeting downstairs, and
TeamKid Children’s Ministry meeting in the Multipurpose
Building, the 6:00 hour on Sunday evenings are hoped to be a
time of spiritual growth for the whole family.
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WBC Website Update
http://www.westmorelandsbc.com

Since last month’s issue of “The
Messenger”, several more changes have
been made to our website. Some are
cosmetic in nature, but there are three
significant updates:

● The “Give” button, found on the far right
side of the main menu, is active again. This allows you to make a special donation or tithe to the church,
electronically, whether you are at home, traveling, or on vacation.

● As you may already know, an electronic version of “The Messenger” is now available on the website.
The plan is not only to have the current newsletter available, but to keep previous electronic issues
available for you to go back and review.

● Both C.J.’s and Buck’s blogs are connected and updating on the website.

In the event of an emergent situation, such as severe weather, we will put a church service
change/cancellation notice in the scrolling news box on the “Home” page.

WBC Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/westmorelandsbc

Westmoreland Baptist has a Facebook
page which is maintained by Buck
Buchanan. On this page you will find
church service and special event
announcements along with photos.

In the event of an emergent situation, such
as severe weather, Buck will post a church service change/cancellation notice on the Facebook page.

Los Angeles Rams vs New England Patriots
Sunday, February 3, 2019

6:00pm - ‘til the end of the game

Westmoreland Baptist Church Gymnasium
Bring your snacks and drinks and a comfortable folding chair
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We have had a lot of excitement already since the season has started. Week one
included a game that went into overtime! Its great to see our Ministry growing and
seeing some returning players and several new faces. Every year we go in and
everything is a little unsure when it comes to volunteers and where we need
assistance. This year I have to say thank you, we have had some church
attendees and members and parents truly step up to help. From the Kitchen Staff to addition of our
Heartwork Ministry lead by Mindi Spurgeon with coaches Ashly McClave and Natasha Beckett has been
such a blessing. Its so much fun to watch the kid’s growth in the game but also in the Word.

For some of you who do not really know about our Ministry we always have a Bible verse/lesson at
every practice. We start games with prayer and we encourage sportsmanship and positive character.
We have children as young as four years old all the way up to the age of twelve. We have the
opportunity this year to be able to share the good news of Jesus with 100 kids.  We would love to see
our church family come and support this ministry. If you have never been in attendance before you are
truly missing out. I hope you can tell that this is not just basketball. This is another way for our church to
be involved in our community. Games start at nine every Saturday morning and end around two.  We
would love to see you there.

Mr. Concession Stand
Most members of WBC know that the sports ministry concept is not a budget item for
our church.
Pastor C.J. first proposed doing Upward Basketball shortly after arriving here. Finances
were tight, and it was agreed that we could do it, if it would be self supporting. Upward
was a blessing, but the cost of it was higher than many of our neighborhood families

could afford.  This eventually led us to looking into other options and eventually transitioning to our own
independent sports ministry program. One of the great blessings to our sports ministry program are the
concessions sales. In our sports ministry we charge the children and their families the bare minimum to
help cover costs of the uniforms and necessary equipment. The Concession Stand helps us keep our
heads above water, financially speaking. In our earlier years the concession stand was pretty random
We had the basics of candy bars, soft drinks and hot dogs, and while we had excellent volunteers, no
one really had much experience in such a venture. Enter Ralph Scarberry (pictured here).  Ralph had
retired from a career in food service management. He and Pastor C.J. had known each other since
childhood, and when the new sports ministry was beginning, Ralph volunteered his services to
purchase, price, analyze and direct concession sales. Combined with the excellent volunteer help of
people like Angie, Rachel, Dee, Jamie, Alanna, Misty and Betsy, the concession sales have flourished
and is almost professionally operated. You won’t find a better stocked, more fair priced and friendly such
operation anywhere!
Thanks to Ralph and the ones who assist, we are able to have a bit of a cushion, financially, to help us
with the operation of the league and help to scholarship those players who are unable to pay the
registration fee.
Thanks folks for helping this league stay afloat!
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Westmoreland Baptist Church
3401 Hughes Street
Huntington, WV  25704

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TheMessenger

February is upon us. Another holiday just
around the corner and a great theological
movie by the same name, “Groundhog
Day”. Can’t wait to break out my DVD copy
of the movie and play it over and over
again.

I’m sure you’re familiar with the movie.
Meteorologist Phil, his producer Rita, and
camerman Larry are on assignment in
Pennsylvania to film the festivities
surrounding Punxsutawney Phil and his
legendary weather prognostication abilities.

After the event, Phil finds that he can’t
return home, but is stuck re-living this
particular Groundhog Day, over and over
again. Phil finds this to be frustrating and
tries to find ways to pass his endless days,
fill the void so to speak. Phil tries sex,
alcohol, robbery, and even good works. In
desperation he even tries to take his own
life along with the groundhog. In the end he
finds that what is needed to escape this
vicious cycle is to win the love of his
producer, Rita.

This is so much like us before we accepted
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We found
ourselves living one day after another in

what seemed an unsatisfying, repetitive life. We attempted to fill the void in our lives with sex, alcohol,
lawlessness, and we may have even been considered a “good person” for our charitable works, but to
no avail. In our desperation, some may have even attempted suicide. We all attempted to “kill” God by
denying His very existence or proclaiming “God is dead”.

In the end, to break the cycle - escape this life and spend eternity with God, we must find love. Unlike
the movie, not the love of a woman, but God’s love.

Hollywood
Almost Got It Right


