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Former Greater Huntington Association Director of Missions,
Doug Virgin, was well known for saying, “We’ve got to keep the
main thing, the main thing!”  How true!  In church life we are
constantly bombarded by The Adversary to be distracted by any
number of peripheral issues, and he sees to it that there are plenty
to consider.

Paul the Apostle wrote to the Corinthian Christians these
important words. “And I, when I came to you, brothers,[a] did
not come proclaiming to you the testimony[b] of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (1 Cor 1:1-2)

Everything we do as a church (and as individual members of that
Body) should be centered around the message of the Gospel.

In Acts, chapter 28 we see the Apostle Paul is on his way to Rome
for his appeal trial before Caesar.  His crime?  Standing for the
message of the Gospel. God had told Paul earlier that he would
take the Gospel to government officials and kings.  He probably
didn’t think it would be as a prisoner – but you and I can never
pretend to know the mind or plans of a Sovereign God for our
lives.

There were numerous efforts of Satan to stymie Paul in his
mission.  As a prisoner back in Jerusalem, there had been a plot to
kill Paul. He was hustled out of town by a company of Roman
soldiers. Then he was kept in custody by the Roman governor for
two years. Now, as a prisoner on his way to Rome, we find him
shipwrecked and swimming ashore to the nearby island of Melita.
Surviving the shipwreck, Paul is bitten by a poisonous snake as he
gathers a bundle of sticks in trying to help warm the other
survivors of the wreck.  The natives who saw him struck by the
deadly viper thought he would drop dead right away but Paul
shook the snake off into the fire and went on about his ministry.

This is exactly what we must do when snakebites from Satan keep
us from focusing on “the main thing”.

Financial woes, criticism, cynicism, gossip, maintenance issues,
worship styles, debates over scripture translations and Sunday
School literature, programs, kitchen use, and preaching styles -
our enemy will see to it that we all are snake bitten with some
distractions as we go about our work in the church.  May we
follow Paul’s example and shake those snakes off into the fire and
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go on with our ministry and mission.

The main command of the Great Commission is to “Make Disciples”.
This starts with winning the lost to Christ through presentation of the
Gospel message. Scriptural Baptism follows, and the discipleship
making plan then moves on to teach them “all that he has
commanded us” so that in turn, they may be able to disciple others.
This builds His church.  The snakebites are designed to stop the
work.

It’s up to each of us individually to accomplish
that mission.  Whatever you do in the church,
like Paul, let us have the same focus he had
in 1 Corinthians 9:23-24  (ESV) I do it all
for the sake of the gospel, that I may
share with them in its blessings. 24 Do you
not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one receives the prize? So run that you may
obtain it.

I implore each member of our church, or members of any
church who may be reading this.  Shake off the snakes and
move on with the message of the Gospel - each one of us
as members of the Body, working to accomplish the mission.

THIS is the main thing!

Kevin Smith     13th

Cali Blake     13th

Alyssa Jones     14th

Connie Dillon     15th

Betty Howerton    16th

Lucian Martin    19th

Elizabeth Hamlin   24th

Vern Campbell    27th

Kirste Blinn     28th

B. J. Bower     29th

Halley Thompson   3rd

“Skipper Maynard”   4th

Melinda Martin    5th

Tanner Yoho     5th

Zachary Bell     5th

Taylor Burns     5th

Deanna Yoho    7th

Margaret Morgan   7th

Dylan Adkins     11th

Seth Howerton    12th
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Greetings!

And so it begins, after two fund raisers,
several last minute hurtles, and the
generosity of all of y’all, it’s finally time for us
to pack our bags load the van and travel to
Asheville, NC and attend this year’s
centrifuge. By the time y’all read this, we will
be at Fuge camp in Asheville.

For those of you who don’t know, let me
explain what Fuge is and what our students
will be doing there. At Centrifuge, students
are divided into groups for recreation and
Bible study based on age ranges. Activities
will take place within each Bible study group and is led by one of the trained Fuge
camp staff members. Each activity serves a specific purpose and is designed so
students can make application in their lives.

Students also participate in Track Times. Track Times are created to give students the
opportunity to participate in something with which they are familiar or try something
new! Students are divided into “tracks” based on a list of activities they indicate during
the registration process. They will offer creative, active, performance, and classroom-
based activities during these times, and each track is also led by a member of the
Fuge staff.

All in all, our prayer is that our students will go to this year’s camp and we will see God
speak to them and touch each of their hearts in a mighty way. Thank y’all for all of your
prayers and support, and for your financial contributions. Without your support there is
no way we could have done this.

Please keep us in your prayers this week, and I look forward to giving the church a full
report!

In His Service,

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

Evening family dinners will resume on the first
Wednesday in August. Mark it on your calendar.

Food, Fellowship, and God’s Word.
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History Of Hymns

“Man Of Sorrows, What A Name”
This selection comes from the book “One Year’s Book of Hymns”

from Tyndale House Publishers

Philip P. Bliss was one of the most prominent hymn writers in the heyday of Gospel
hymn writing.  Bliss grew up working on a farm and in lumber camps, but eventually
became a music teacher. He sold his first song at age 26 and later worked for a
hymn publisher. D.L. Moody urged bliss to become a singing evangelist, and so he
did, beginning in 1874.  This hymn was published in 1875.  In 1876, while traveling
through Ohio, Bliss and his family were involved in a train wreck.  Reportedly, Bliss
went back into the fiery train to save his wife, but they both died.

This was a tragedy for hymn lovers around the world but you might say that Bliss
just changed his address. Certainly he continues, even now, creating new praises for
our wonderful Savior in glory.

 1.
“Man of Sorrows!” what a name
For the Son of God, who came

Ruined sinners to reclaim.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

 2.
Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.

Hallelujah! What a Savior!

 3.
Guilty, vile, and helpless we;

Spotless Lamb of God was He;
“Full atonement!” can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

 4.
Lifted up was He to die;

“It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in Heav’n exalted high.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

 5.
When He comes, our glorious King,

All His ransomed home to bring,
Then anew His song we’ll sing:

Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Philip P. Bliss
(1838-1876)

We will be observing the

Lord’s Supper
On Sunday morning

August 14th
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