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Please mark Wednesday, June 5th on your schedule, and whether or
not you normally attend Wednesday night Bible Study, we need every
member to be present.

For nearly a year we have been studying “The Disciple’s Path: The
Journey” on Wednesday evenings.  We are nearing the end of the
Curriculum. We have come to a point that it is time to do some
assessment as to where we are as a church when it comes to our
mission.  Our mission is first of all,

● To be Disciples of Christ, ourselves. Walking in the Master’s
footsteps. Matthew 4:19 And he said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”

● To make Disciples of others with a “numerical” plan – 2 Tim
2:2  and what you have heard from me in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to
teach others also.

● And with a “geographical” plan – Acts 1:8 But you will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

On Wednesday night, the 5th we, as a church family, will have
opportunity to do some analysis, dreaming, and planning. We will:

● catalogue ministries and outreach activities that our members
are presently involved in.

● look at discipleship and Bible Study groups that are present
now

● look at mission work that is presently being supported finan-
cially

● look at mission work being done by members

● Hear your ideas for new projects and opportunities

● Discuss future new LifeGroup opportunities

● Think “outside the box” as to how we can successfully accom-
plish our mission

And above all, looking to see where and how God IS working in
our midst – and seeing how we may join Him there.

Please plan to attend this service on Wednesday evening. It is crucial
to our future as a church.

The meeting will be held in our Sanctuary at 6:00 PM, but you are
invited to come at 5:15 for a family dinner.

Hope to see you there!

Magnify God. Minister To People. Make Disciples.

Church
On Mission
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Headed?

mailto:westmoreland@frontier.com


Joanne Gwilliams   17th

Wanda Cole     20th

Elizabeth Mullins   20th

Angie Scarberry    20th

Jaxon Cline     22nd

Mel Hicks      27th

Terry Brewer     28th

Braxton Cline    30th

Jamie Davis     5th

Ashly McClave    6th

David Davenport    7th

Joey Noble     12th

Micha Davenport   13th

Brian Cunningham   14th

Tara Lockhart    16th

Betty Jane Mullens   16th

High School

Graduates 2019

William Benjamin Adkins
Spring Valley Highschool
Parents - Leigh Anne & Benji Adkins
Grandparents - C.J. & Linda Adkins

            Lance & Linda Clanton
Accepted to Glennville State College

Rebecca Ann Blatt
Spring Valley High School
Parent - Jenna * Joe Blatt
Grandparents - Sherri & the late Dewey Blake

          Al & Nancy Blatt
Accepted to West Virginia State University

John “Ryon” Andreae
Spring Valley Highschool
Parents - Ted & Charlie Keown
Accepted to Lincoln Tech In Nashville, TN

Cazzie Nicholas Robertson
Spring Valley High School
Parents - Matthew & Amanda Robertson
Grandparents - Kenny & Faye Robertson

            Ray & Gayla Damron
Accepted to Lincoln Tech In Nashville, TN

Kenneth Trey Robertson
Wayne High School
Parents - Kenneth & Trish Robertson
Grandparents - Kenneth & Faye Robertson

Kendall Elizabeth Sanders
Huntington High School
Parent - Beth Jarrell
Grandparents - Sherri & the late Dewey Blake

         Les Sanders

Madison Michaine Morris
Graduate of Marshall University
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Graduated Summa Cum Laude
Parents - Bruce & Angela Morris
Grandparents - Henry & Margaret Reger

            Paul & Eleanor Morris
Will be working on med - surgical floor at
Cabell Huntington Hospital

College
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Greetings!

I had an article I was writing for this month’s newsletter, but I came across an article
that, for me, was thought provoking. We can all agree that youth ministry is an
important part of the church. But the question is why? This article goes into a little
more of the importance of youth ministry, and why we do it. So, with that, enjoy the
article and I’ll see y’all Sunday!

The Importance of Youth Ministry
By Michael Bayne

I have been serving teens now for 15 years as a volunteer and on staff at different
churches, and I still need to be reminded why youth ministry is important. I need to be
reminded because the truth is that student ministry can be difficult. Many times it’s just
easier to let teens do what they want and think they don’t desire or need adults in their
lives. It may be easy to ignore them, but the truth is that they are desperate for adults
to actually show up and invest in their life on a consistent basis.

Consistency is big because so much of life today is inconsistent. The typical American
dream is fading. Family life is always changing. Teens are being forced to make
choices about their future (college and career) at a time when they are just figuring out
who they are. Teens need consistency and they need it from the church more than
ever. We named our student ministry, Relevant Youth Ministry, because we really
believe that in a culture that is continually changing, Jesus is the one thing that will
always be unchanging. Jesus is relevant today and forever. Student ministries all
across the country have the chance to partner with the church and with families to lead
teens to Jesus. That’s why what we do in youth ministry is important. Here are three
factors that make what we do in youth ministry significant for the future of the church…

● Youth ministry is discipleship, not just gathering a crowd. Our goal is to help
teens follow Christ with all of their life. We are not just trying to reach teens, we
are also trying to shape them to look more like Jesus. This is not hype. We see

 this happen by  leading teens to engage in worship, study God’s Word through
 relevant teaching, and process  faith through small groups led by adult
 mentors. Our hope is to lead teens to be followers of  Jesus with all their life.

● Youth ministry can reach teens in a city for the Church not just a church. Many
teens don’t go to their church because it’s unhealthy and they know it is not
working. Youth ministry gives us a chance to reach teens in our city and lead
them to Christ. Youth ministry is not just about a single church, it is about
advancing the mission of the universal Church God is advancing. We have
reached teens in our city who will then plug into church with their family at a
different church. We are here to serve our city, not just our church.

● Youth ministry can connect teens to the mission of the church. Teens need a
bridge to encounter the larger mission of the church, and we can be that bridge.
Teens can serve now with other adults in the church. Teens can go on mission
trips now with the church. Teens can worship and grow together with the
church. Connect a teen to the church today and they will connect with the
church in college!

Your Servant and Brother in Christ,
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan
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A Musical Note

Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) became a Roman Catholic at the age of 48 and published a hymn three
years later under the title of “The Song of the Seraphs”.  Godfrey Thing (1823-1903) , an Anglican
Cleric, added several stanzas to the hymn about thirty years later, with Bridges’ approval. So a Roman
Catholic and an Anglican Cleric who probably never met, were co authors of a powerful hymn about
Heaven and our Redeemer!

One thing that Godfrey Thring felt was missing in the original was a stanza on the resurrection, and so it
was added “His glories now we sing who died and rose on high, who died eternal life to bring, and lives
that death may die.” The Hymn?

“Crown Him With Many Crowns”

Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon His throne

Hark! how the heavenly anthems drowns
All music but its own

Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee

And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity

Crown Him with crowns of gold
All nations great and small

Crown Him, ye martyred saints of old
The Lamb once slain for all

The Lamb once slain for them
Who bring their praises now

As jewels for the diadem
That girds His sacred brow

Crown Him the Son of God
Before the worlds began

And ye, who tread where He hath trod
Crown Him the Son of man
Who every grief hath known

That wrings the human breast
And takes and bears them for His own

That all in Him may rest

Crown Him the Virgin's Son
The God Incarnate born

Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn

Fruit of the mystic Rose
As of that Rose the Stem

The Root, whence mercy ever flows
The Babe of Bethlehem

Crown Him the Lord of light
Who o'er a darkened world

In robes of glory infinite
His fiery flag unfurled

And bore it raised on high
In heaven, in earth beneath

To all the sign of victory
O'er Satan, sin, and death

Crown Him the Lord of love
Behold His hands and side

Those wounds, yet visible above
In beauty glorified

No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight

But downward bends his burning eye
At mysteries so bright

Crown Him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o'er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife

For those He came to save
His glories now we sing

Who died, and rose on high
Who died, eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die

Crown Him the Lord of lords
Who over all doth reign

Who once on earth, the incarnate Word
For ransomed sinners slain
Now lives in realms of light

Where saints with angels sing
Their songs before Him day and night

Their God, Redeemer, King

Crown Him the Lord of years
The Potentate of time

Creator of the rolling spheres
Ineffably sublime

Glassed in a sea of light
Where everlasting waves

Reflect His throne, the Infinite
Who lives, and loves, and saves.

Crown Him the Lord of heaven
Enthroned in worlds above

Crown Him the King, to whom is given
The wondrous name of Love
Crown Him with many crowns

As thrones before Him fall
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns

For He is King of all

continued on page 5…
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Revelation 19:11-13 (ESV) 11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting
on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but
himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in[a] blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of
God.

Crown Him the Lord of peace
Whose power a scepter sways

From pole to pole, that wars may cease
Absorbed in prayer and praise

His reign shall know no end
And round His pierced feet

Fair flowers of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet

Crown Him the Lord of heaven
One with the Father known

And the blest Spirit, through Him given
From yonder triune throne

All hail! Redeemer, hail
For Thou hast died for me

Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity

…continued from page 4

Westmoreland Baptist Church
would like to welcome it’s two newest members!

Mazie Lockhart Jackie McKee
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Westmoreland Baptist Church
3401 Hughes Street
Huntington, WV  25704

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TheMessenger

Each month, when preparing the newsletter, I look at an internet calendar for any significant
holidays/celebrations that take place in the upcoming month. If you have never looked at one of these
calendars you might be surprised at what you find. For the month of June the website WinCalendar lists
the following special days (only a partial list).

3rd - National Egg Day
        World Bicycle Day
4th - National Cheese Day
        Global Running Day
        World Environment Day
7th - National Chocolate Ice Cream Day
        National Donut Day
8th - National Best Friend Day
        World Oceans Day
14th - National Bourbon Day
          World Blood Donor Day
16th - National Mascot Day

Some of the celebrations were declared by companies wishing to promote their products. Others were
created by organizations to bring attention to their causes. Others may have been voted on by our hard-
working government or United Nations representatives (not sure about this as I didn’t waste my time
researching background information.)

What could possibly be the motivation behind declaring these numerous (and mostly ridiculous)
holidays?

Most seem to be designed to boost the self-esteem of an individual who has an interest in, participates
in, or consumes one of the associated items or activities. I use a camera, I like dogs, I love ice cream, I
eat donuts - therefore I’m part of an elite group, we have our own holiday, I AM SPECIAL. Really?
Because you shake hands, take selfies, or eat cheese - you are special?

How about something REALLY significant to boost your self-esteem. God, who created the Heavens
and the Earth:  also created you (Gen 1:27); knew you before you were formed in
the womb (Jer 1:5); wants to communicate with you personally (Matt 6:6); and most
importantly...

John 3:16 (NASB)
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."

These are just some of the many Biblical reasons to celebrate every day.

Oh, by the way, on June 21st - have a very Happy (Merry?) National Flip-Flop Day!

18th - International Picnic Day
20th - World Refugee Day
21st - International Yoga Day
          National Selfie Day
          Take Your Dog To Work Day
          World Music Day
23rd - International Widows' Day
26th - Day Against Drug Abuse/Illicit Trafficking
27th - National Handshake Day
          National Ice Cream Cake Day
          National Sunglasses Day
29th - National Camera Day

Merry What?


