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The story goes that in a church business meeting the discussion
came around to the financial report.  As the treasurer listed the
expenditures, one of the elderly men in the congregation spoke up
and said, “Are we ever going to get those women paid off?

Every good Southern Baptist knows the names of Lottie Moon and
Annie Armstrong. Along with Ola Cox in West Virginia, these are
women for which our special Annual Missions offerings are named.
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is received for International
Missions. The West Virginia Annual Missions offering for mission
work here in the Mountain State is named for Ola Cox.  Annie
Armstrong’s name is synonymous with North American Missions and
our special Easter time offering is named for her.  However, even
though many of us know those names, some don’t know much about
Annie, and why the offering is named for her.

Annie Armstrong was born in Baltimore at a time when women were
not expected to lead. She served, challenged churches to action and
rallied support for missionaries. Ultimately, Annie was recognized as
a national Southern Baptist trailblazer renowned for visionary
missions leadership.

“What a glorious thing it is to be a co-worker with God in
winning the world for Christ.”

Annie’s Contributions:

● Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor and addicted

● Served as the first executive of Woman’s Missionary Union,
the largest protestant women’s organization in the world

● Led the formation of missions’ organizations for children

● Raised support for missionaries to Italian and Jewish immi-
grants

● Handwrote over 18,000 letters in one year advocating for mis-
sions

● Refused a salary because she would never give to the Lord
“that which costs me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24)

● Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build churches in Cuba

●  Gained support for the first black, female missionaries

●  Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie Moon, who
had served for 11 years without a furlough

● Advocated for Native Americans and impoverished mountain
people

continued on page 2…

Magnify God. Minister To People. Make Disciples.

Who In The World
Is Annie Armstrong

And Why Are We
Sending Her Money?
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…continued from page 1

Annie was honored in 1934 when The Home Missions Offering was re-
named for her to encourage more to follow her sacrificial example.

Today, over $1 billion has been given through the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering®. All gifts—100%—support more than 5,000 missionaries in church
planting and compassion ministries across the U.S. and Canada.

Along with 43,000 other SBC Churches, Westmoreland Baptist will be in
prayer for North American Missions and will be receiving the annual Lottie Moon missions
offering from now through Easter Sunday.  I hope you will give to Annie’s offering for the “Sake
of the Name” and spreading the Gospel message across North America.

Betsy Cotton     19th

Cazzie Robertson   20th

Josh Spurgeon    21st

Natasha Beckett    23rd

Stephen Utley    25th

Michael Cline    26th

Buddy Lynch     28th

Lori Murray     6th

Abbi Blake     7th

Pat Hawley     8th

Frances Adkins    9th

Sallie Smith     9th

Jim Hawley     11th

Abby Lees     17th

ANNIE ARMSTRONG
E A S T E R   O F F E R I N G
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Greetings!

Today, I would like to give you a progress report of what the youth are up to, and what
we are planning on in the future. Over the past three months, we have seen
relationships restored, spiritual walks deepen, and a fire rekindled. We have two
groups meeting now, middle school and high school meet in at the same time (6pm
Sunday evenings.) while the older teens and college age are meeting at 7pm. This
enables us to help some “Dive Deeper” while still giving the others constancy and
preparing them for the next level ahead.

In the River, the youth are not only having Fun (Which we have Lots of Fun!!), But they
are also learning more about Christ, and how to spread the gospel in their Schools, On
Social Media, in their neighborhoods, and in our city! In all that we do, I pray that God
would be Glorified!

The River motto is: “Wade Out, Dive Deeper, All In.”, and as I look at certain students,
I see a love of Christ building, I see the glory and grace of God being shown in their
daily lives. I am truly proud of them, and all that they do.

In the months to come, we have several events planned. From having a cookout at
Carter Caves, to a trip to the WinterJam, to a “faith in action” trip to FugeCamp this
summer. These Students are learning to put their faith in action and grow in the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ. So, on Sunday when you see one of these Students, reach
out and tell them how proud we are of them, and how you support them on this journey
that that are on.

Once again, I want to truly thank you for all your prayers and support.

You’re Servant and Brother in Christ,
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

We would like to thank all the volunteers who worked so hard to make this another successful year for
the “Northern Wayne County Hoopsters.” Fun was had, but more importantly, the Word was shared.

Northern Wayne County Hoopsters
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Hello members of Westmoreland Baptist Church,

 Let me start with expressing how grateful I am to be working
with such a welcoming and helpful church community. I have been
blessed with working beside C.J. and Buck, who have been
nothing but welcoming and helpful in this transition. I want to
express my gratitude towards everyone that has been so patient
and kind in becoming the new secretary for your church.

My name is Kelly Napier, I am twenty-seven years old.
Chris Napier is my husband, and we have two sons; Elijah who is
six, and Noah who is three. Since I was eighteen, I have worked in
childcare from infants to fifth grade. For the past five years, I have
had been the school age lead teacher in two after-school
programs. I was the lead for an after-school program for
Huntington Playmates and then transitioned into Kenova playmates and was the lead in the after-school
program there as well. I was also the lead in the summer camp program. Along with the honor of
working in school age, I was the preschool assistant teacher at the Kenova site that was through Wayne
County. In recent years, I have been introduced to the administration side of the business. I am currently
in school on my second semester working towards a teaching degree in early childhood. My long-term
plan is to graduate with my bachelor’s degree and then work towards a degree in administration.

 Thank you all so much for voting me in as your new secretary. I can only pray to accomplish all
goals set for me!

Kelly Napier,
Secretary of Westmoreland Baptist Church

Service/Class Coverage During Philippine Mission Trip
As you all know, Buck and I will be on the Philippine Mission Trip from March 5 through March 18.
We have our responsibilities covered for the services while we are gone.  Here is the rundown of the
Sunday and Wednesday Services

Wednesday (3/6) Bible Study in Gym  Teacher, Ryan Navy*
Sunday (3/10)  Morning Service   Speaker, Danny Rumple**
      Evening Service   “A Place Called Heaven” (video)
             (Ted will open service, Darrell Clark will finish the lesson)
Wednesday (3/13) Bible Study in Gym  Teacher, Ryan Navy*
Sunday (3/17)  Morning Service   Speaker, Tim Turner***
      Evening Service   “A Place Called Heaven” (video)
             (Ted will open service, Darrell Clark will finish the lesson)

Ryan Smith will be covering Youth Ministry for Buck.

Ignite LifeGroup is covered with members of the class leading the two lessons.

*Pastor, New Heights Church, Huntington
**Director of Church Planting and Missions, West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists

***Director of Evangelism and Discipleship, West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists

Della Brumfield Mike Cummings

New Members

One of our goals is for new members to be
assimilated into the church family and into some
ministry of the church.  Mike is actively involved
in the Sports Ministry as a referee and coaching
one of the youth basketball teams. Della is
involved in the Music Ministry, having joined the
choir. We are happy to welcome this brother and
sister to our Faith Family at Westmoreland
Baptist Church
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SBC Response To Houston Chronicle

As we all know, sexual abuse is a terrible plague on our society today. Sadly, we hear on the news too
often about instances of sexual abuse in churches.  This has been a terrible scandal in the Catholic
church and there has been much publicity about it. However, Protestant mainline and evangelical
churches have not been immune to this issue.  A couple of weeks ago the Houston Chronicle began a
series of three reports regarding 700 incidents of sexual abuse situations that had reportedly taken
place in Southern Baptist Churches and in a couple of Southern Baptist convention entities. Most of
these incidents were reported in Texas and nearby states, but the problem is obviously widespread.

The Southern Baptist Convention is different than other denominations in that there is no hierarchy with
power to force churches to do anything.  SBC churches are autonomous organizations who voluntarily
associate with other churches of like faith for missions and world evangelism.  So each local church
determines it’s own policies and procedures according to their own spiritual leading. However, we all
recognize the fact that this is a major issue and many of our churches need help in how to deal with
training, etc.

The following is a joint statement signed by the Executive Directors of each Southern Baptist State
Convention last week.  Our own state exec, Bill Henard, has been in touch with all WV pastors advising
us that the state convention will be offering training in the near future. We are waiting to find out details,
and we will pass them along as soon as we hear them. Obviously Westmoreland Baptist Church will
want to do everything possible to avoid any such potential issues.  Here is the statement signed by the
state convention execs.:

“The state conventions in cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention are committed to
partnering with the Sexual Abuse Presidential Study Group to equip churches and ministries in
our respective states to engage the issue of abuse with compassion and care. Our desire is for
the churches and ministries in our states to become safe for survivors and safe from abuse. We
also want our state conventions to be a model for compassionate care. To this end, our state
conventions collectively commit to continue and expand our existing efforts and to the following
shared statement of principles:

● Our state conventions will continue to address sexual abuse issues - We will educate affiliate
churches and ministries in our state to understand abuse by:
● Raising awareness - We will raise awareness about the issue of abuse through state
convention outlets and events, including a commitment to address abuse at our 2019 annual
meetings.
● Sharing resources - We will share resources about the issue of abuse to the churches and
ministries we serve.
● Partnering with the study group - We will partner with the Sexual Abuse Presidential Study
Group to develop and seek ways to support its efforts and initiatives.
● Our state conventions will care for abuse survivors - We will equip churches and ministries in
our state to care well for abuse survivors by:
● Encouraging resource development - We encourage the effort of the Sexual Abuse Presidential
Study Group to develop the resource Becoming a Church that Cares Well for Abuse.
● Providing staff training - We will provide training to our state convention staff on how to
provide highly effective resourcing in caring for survivors of abuse.
● Promoting church training - We will promote training on how to care for survivors of abuse to
the churches and ministries we serve.
● Our state conventions will continue to prepare for abuse prevention - We will support churches
and ministries in our state to prepare to prevent abuse by:
● Enhancing prevention practices - We will encourage churches and ministries to enhance their
abuse prevention policies and practices.
● Providing staff training - We will provide training to our state convention staff on abuse
prevention.
● Promoting church training - We will promote training on abuse prevention to the churches and
ministries we serve.”
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Facebook Pharisees
Facebook is an awful place. Convenient? Yes. It allows us to keep in
contact with friends and loved ones. A way to share ideas and
opinions as we have never been able to before. Unfortunately, too
many times it is used as a media to attack, embarrass, bully, and
abuse others. Most of the time, this aggression comes from unsaved,
worldly individuals known as “trolls”. The anonymity of Facebook
encourages people to make hateful, mean spirited comments with
little fear of reprisal. That’s bad enough, but when believers use this
forum to belittle, correct, or attempt to apply church discipline to other
believers - this is not Biblical.

The church, of all organizations, should be open and transparent. The Bible tells us, “whatever you have
said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be
proclaimed on the housetops” (Luke 12:3). If we try to hide our sins, it only brings more shame when
those sins are revealed, but this doesn’t mean that we air our dirty laundry in a public forum.

If we disagree with a Facebook post of another believer, if we feel that a Christian has crossed a line, do
not be contentious or argumentative. Use a private message to “tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.” (Matt 18:15). This allows the individual to
consider your point and make amends, if necessary, without public humiliation.

Too many times a public rebuke is nothing but “showboating”. An attempt, by an individual, to pat
themselves on the back, “The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am
not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.” (Luke 18:11) It is an
attempt to bolster their self-esteem and spirituality by comparing themselves to a “lesser” Christian. We
need to compare our words and deeds to Jesus’ standard, not those of other believers.

Finally, what effect will this public bickering have on the unbeliever. Will they be impressed with our
spirituality? Will they flock to the church? No! They will see the church as no different than the world.
They will wonder why they should become a Christian if they will experience the same judgement and
criticism, from their brothers, that the world offers.


