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Be careful when glibly quoting Bible verses to prove a point. I was
reminded again last week of the fact that indeed, context matters
when we are quoting scripture.

Sitting in the waiting room of the doctor’s office, I was watching the
television which was tuned into the local NBC affiliate.  It turned out to
be the occasion of Kathie Lee Gifford’s final day as co-host of the
third hour of the Today Show.  As the show went off the air, the entire
“Today Show Family” gathered with Kathie Lee and co-host, Hoda
Kotbe on the stage to wish her well with a farewell toast. When she
was told she had 20 seconds, Kathie Lee said, “I want to share a
thought that I have been trying to share for many years.  With tears in
her eyes, Gifford quoted Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For I know the plans I
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.’ (ESV) This promise is not just
for me” she said, “but for all of you who are watching”.

Knowing that Kathie Lee publically professes faith in Christ, I was not
surprised that she quoted scripture, but having known and loved this
verse for a long time, myself, I slightly cringed when I thought of the
context of this verse. You see, context does matter. This verse is a
wonderful promise for God’s people, but this is not a verse that should
just be used in a “feel good” capacity. This is the promise of a faithful
God, to an unfaithful people.

Looking at the verse in the context of this 29th chapter of Jeremiah’s
prophecy, we see that God is telling His people in the Kingdom of
Judah, that they would be coming under judgement for 70 years for
their unfaithfulness to God and their penchant for idolatry. Many of the
residents of Jerusalem (including King Jeconiah and many of the
noblemen, and officials) had already been carried away by the armies
of King Nebuchadezzar into exile in Babylon.  God directs His
message here to those who were already in exile in Babylon.  This
was a terrible time of discipline He was bringing upon His erring
people. Things were dark and they were now strangers in a strange
land. They were now in a pagan nation that worshiped false gods.
The consequences for their unfaithfulness are spelled out in this
passage beginning with verse 4.  “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant
gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there,
and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I
have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your
diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to
the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares
the Lord.

God paints a picture here that would appear to be a permanent one.

continued on page 2…

Magnify God. Minister To People. Make Disciples.

Context
Matters

mailto:westmoreland@frontier.com


…continued from page 1

Basically He tells them to “settle in” to the new circumstances.  They are told to
build houses, plant gardens, and continue life, reproducing and multiplying there.
They were told to pray for the pagan government and hope for peace of that
Empire – that the Jewish exiles might also enjoy that peace.  But God also tells
them not to listen to those who claim to be prophets – because HE has not sent
them to His people. Their “prophesies” would be lies.

Kind of a bleak picture, wouldn’t your think?  On the surface, it looks that God
has forsaken His people and that their relationship with Him had come to a crashing end.  But here is
where we see a picture of the faithfulness of our God to His people.  Look at verses 10 and 11.

“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

God is not finished with His people.  He has not cast them away – but they are going to feel the sting of
His loving discipline to them. As a result, God knows that this will bring about a repentance on their part.
Look at verses 12-14.

Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me
and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares the Lord,
and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I
have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you
into exile.

Jeremiah 29:11 is a wonderful and powerful promise – but it is not a promise to “all people” as Kathie
Lee said.  It is a statement of His faithfulness with an understanding that it comes to a fickle people who
are undergoing His judgment and correction, and who are willing to repent and return to their covenant
with a Holy God.

It is still a wonderful message of hope. But it comes after a time of difficult lessons learned.

Speaking as a Preacher’s Kid who was raised in church – and as one who has been in pastoral ministry
for nearly five decades – I have learned a lot of scripture.  It’s pretty easy for me to come up with a
familiar verse for just about any situation.  But I have to remind myself from time to time to think, does
this REALLY apply to this situation?

Context matters.
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Greetings!
     What a month we have had. This month saw our youth group welcome some new
faces, we had a very successful fundraiser, and we participated in a wonderful
Resurrection Sunday service.

         On April 14th, the Students held a spaghetti dinner to raise funds for them to go
to Fuge camp this year in Ridgecrest North Carolina. A Special thank you to Mike
Cummings, who spent 6 hrs making the spaghetti sauce, then helped in the kitchen
while we served. We had a great turnout everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves,
and the youth earned a whopping total of $586!!

      As for the future events, we have some very exciting events coming up over the
next couple of months. First we have a service project here at the church. The
Students will be cleaning out and planting new flowers in the flower bed in front of the
church gym. This area has been long overdue for some TLC, and I thought this would
be a great opportunity for the students to give back to the church that has done so
much for them. Also we are excited to announce that on May 25th from 10am to 4pm,
the youth will be holding a carwash fundraiser. We plan to be at the Advance Auto
Parts on Washington Avenue, washing cars, having fun, and raising more funds for
Fuge camp.

     At the beginning of this year, as I prayed for Gods direction on what God would
want us to focus on this year. I felt God leading me to focusing on “Faith In Action”, I
believe that the students are learning what this phrase truly means. We spent this
winter and the colder weather teaching them lessons on this subject and laying a
foundation. Now that its spring headed into summer, we are pressing ahead, and
putting their faith into action.

Please continue to pray for our students as they grow in the faith and knowledge of
Jesus Christ.

Once again, I want to truly thank you for all your prayers and support.

Your Servant and Brother in Christ,
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

From The River
Joseph “Buck” Buchanan

“You Have A Guard”
Reading Acts 12 this morning and with the recent
Easter teachings fresh in mind, a thought occurred to
me that I hadn’t considered before. In Acts 12 we see
King Herod, being the politician that he was, deciding
upon some crowd-pleasing actions that makes him
popular with the people.  He has James, John’s
brother, put to death. He then arrests Peter with the
intention of killing him after the Passover.

Acts 12:1-19 (HCSB)
About that time King Herod cruelly attacked some who belonged to the church, and he killed James,
John’s brother, with the sword. When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter too,
during the days of Unleavened Bread. After the arrest, he put him in prison and assigned four squads of
four soldiers each to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. So Peter
was kept in prison, but prayer was being made earnestly to God for him by the church. On the night

continued on page 4…
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before Herod was to bring him out for execution, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between
two soldiers, while the sentries in front of the door guarded the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord
appeared, and a light shone in the cell. Striking Peter on the side, he woke him up and said, “Quick, get
up!” Then the chains fell off his wrists. “Get dressed,” the angel told him, “and put on your sandals.” And
he did so. “Wrap your cloak around you,” he told him, “and follow me.” So he went out and followed, and
he did not know that what took place through the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision.
After they passed the first and second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city,
which opened to them by itself. They went outside and passed one street, and immediately the angel
left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel
and rescued me from Herod’s grasp and from all that the Jewish people expected.” When he realized
this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many had assembled and were
praying. He knocked at the door in the gateway, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer. She
recognized Peter’s voice, and because of her joy, she did not open the gate but ran in and announced
that Peter was standing at the gateway. “You’re crazy!” they told her. But she kept insisting that it was
true. Then they said, “It’s his angel!” Peter, however, kept on knocking, and when they opened the door
and saw him, they were astounded. Motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he explained to them
how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. “Report these things to James and the brothers,” he
said. Then he departed and went to a different place. At daylight, there was a great commotion among
the soldiers as to what could have become of Peter. After Herod had searched and did not find him, he
interrogated the guards and ordered their execution. Then Herod went down from Judea to Caesarea
and stayed there.

What I noticed was that Peter had been imprisoned with “four squads of four soldiers each to guard
him”. Sixteen guards to keep watch on a man whose imprisonment “pleased the Jews”. Sixteen guards
to protect a man who was not likely to be broken out of his cell.

This made me consider how many guards were placed on Jesus’ tomb. In Matthew 27 we find the order,
by Pilate, to place a guard.

Matthew 27:62-66 (HCSB)
The next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that while this deceiver was still alive He said, ‘After three days I will
rise again.’ Therefore give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, His
disciples may come, steal Him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’ Then the last
deception will be worse than the first.” “You have a guard of soldiers,” Pilate told them. “Go and make it
as secure as you know how.” Then they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and
setting the guard.

Scripture doesn’t give us a specific number. I had always pictured two guards at the tomb. Possibly
because much of the artwork depicting the scene show only two guards, but if we look at Matthew
28:11:

Matthew 28:11 (HCSB)
As they were on their way, some of the guards came into the city and reported to the chief priests
everything that had happened.

We see that there were apparently numerous guards placed at Jesus’ tomb because, “as they were on
their way, some of the guards came into the city and reported to the chief priests”.

This makes sense. Even if you were securing the tomb against eleven disciples secretly attempting to
steal Jesus’ body, you would place more that two guards, but just days before Jesus made His
triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Matthew 21:8-11 (HCSB)
A very large crowd spread their robes on the road; others were cutting branches from the trees and
spreading them on the road. Then the crowds who went ahead of Him and those who followed kept
shouting: Hosanna to the Son of David! He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One!
Hosanna in the highest heaven! When He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken, saying, “Who
is this?” And the crowds kept saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee!”

Jesus had thousands of followers/disciples in town. How many guards would be sufficient to protect the
tomb? When the Marys came to the tomb that first day of the week, they may have seen the hillside
littered with soldiers that had “become like dead men.”

Of course no number of Roman soldiers could have prevented Jesus from rising from the tomb. He’s
Alive. Hallelujah!
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Announcements

Westmoreland Baptist Church will again be participating in
the annual fundraiser, Baby Bottle Blessings. Baby bottles
will be made available at the church between Mother’s Day
and Father’s Day. Members fill the bottles with spare
change, bills or checks to support this organization.

Herman and Louise Jividen's NEW phone number is:

304-920-8001

The Jividen's 71st wedding anniversary is May 30th.
Anyone who would like to send them a card the address is:

PO Box 6067
Princeton, WV 24740-6067

Since the reactivation of the “Giving” link on
the Westmoreland Baptist Church website, in
the first quarter of this year we have received
over $2700 through online giving. The
implementation of online giving has been a
real blessing to our church.



themessenger Page 6

Westmoreland Baptist Church
3401 Hughes Street
Huntington, WV  25704

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TheMessenger

The Story Behind the Hymn:
 “I Am Thine O Lord”

Cincinnati, Ohio was the birthplace of this great hymn. Fanny Crosby, the
prolific blind poetess was visiting her friend and collaborator William H.
Doane in his home. The sun was setting, and though Crosby could not see the
changing light, she could certainly hear and feel the hush of twilight.  Their
conversation turned to the nearness of God. Crosby was touched by their talk

and wrote the words of this hymn before she retired that night.  Doane added the music in the
morning.

It may be that the “friend to friend” communion of the third stanza is an allusion to Crosby’s fine
friendship with Doane.  If a mere human can be such a friend, how much greater would a
friendship be with the Author of Love, the Lord of all?

Crosby had a talent for focusing attention on Christ, and on the glories of eternal life with Him.  In
that way she opened the eyes of believers everywhere.  (from “The One Year Book of Hymns”)

Lyrics to “I Am Thine O Lord”
I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, and it told Thy love to me;
But I long to rise in the arms of faith and be closer drawn to Thee.
Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, By the power of grace divine;
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, And my will be lost in Thine.
O the pure delight of a single hour That before Thy throne I spend,
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God, I commune as friend with friend!
There are depths of love that I cannot know Till I cross the narrow sea;
There are heights of joy that I may not reach Till I rest in peace with Thee.
(Refrain)
Draw me nearer, nearer blessèd Lord,
To the cross where Thou hast died.
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessèd Lord,
To Thy precious, bleeding side.


